THE WRITTEN WORD

LUKE BAKER
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Manner kids

Exactly onc year ago, | wrote an article introducing a unique
cxperiment that was starting up nationwide to teach children
greetings and manners through tennis. The main force behind
this was the Japan Tennis Association’s “Pre-School and
Elementary Manner Kids Tennis Project.” With activities such
as demonstration classes getting off the ground throughout
Japan's 22 prefectures, some concrete results are starting to
cmerge.

The events, which utilize Ogasawara Manners and Etiguette
general instruction methods, are held on small, junior-sized
training courts featuring low nets, small rackets and soft balls.
5o far they have been well-received by school personnel and
local citizens alike. At certain elementary schools in Tokyo,
Fukuoka and Wakayama, students can even participate in the
sessions as a physical education class.

Last December, a national tournament was held to choose
six. “Manner Kids Tennis Ambassadors” to be sent to the
Wimbledon Championships in the United Kingdom in June.
According to project organizer Hideo Tanaka, “the ambassa-
dors were not chosen based on their winning record.” The
chosen six are going to use what they've learned as they are
scheduled to spend time with members of the well-known ball
boys and hall girls at the tournament.

The project is the brainchild of Tanaka, who was born in
194) and was once the captain of the Waseda University Tennis
Club. While working as an executive at a major corporation,
Tanaka noticed that many employees were not capable of giv-
ing proper greetings. Feeling that his generation was account-
able for this, he started his experiment by launching a chil-
dren’s “‘tennis classroom™ at his alma mater. After he quit
being an office worker, he went ahead with the project through

the Japan Tennis Association.

Recently, similar courses using different sports have cropped
up. The Japan Football Association, headed by Saburo Kawa-
buchi, has started its “Project of the Heart” which strives to
“cultivate the human spirit of children through soccer.™

This is a project that provides moral and intellectual learning
through physical education. This could be an indication that
modern day Japan is in the midst of broadening the social role
of its sports. {Kyodo News)

This week's article takes a look at a sports program thal uses
the refined sport of tennis to teach social graces.

We start our analysis by taking a look at the suffix ~ /% (-
teki). M is often added on to the end of a noun o form an
adjective in a similar way to the less formal - [Eve, Some ex-
amples include &30 (kdkareki, effective), WM (seishinteki,
psychological, spiritual), and #& # 0 (tekitaiteki, hostile, ad-
versarial). Such @ -adjectives are % -adjectives, so be sure to
add % when using them.

One grammar point that is casily confused is the difference
between the compound particles &3 LT (o rdshire) and % a6 L
T (o ssdfite). While both mean “through,” “throughout,” “by,™
or *via,” #ill LT tends to be used in cases dealing more with
intangible concepts, while & i L T generally applics to the
physical act of passing through somewhere. Here are some ex-
amples: PEIEHE F7 2al L TH~EIF £ L7 (Kare wa aita doa
o tashite soto ¢ nigemashia, He escaped outside through the
open door); {UHING &l E T2 &7 & (Dairiten o wifite kosha
o akonatta, Negotiations were conducted through an agent.)

ET L (sosugyd surw, to graduate) is most commonly
heard when talking about schools, but the verb also serves
other purposcs. It is also often used with the meaning of “to
finish™ or “to outgrow™ in regards to careers and various states
of being as in B UTMED A v FIEFTE R L & LA (Watashi
wa kutiaku no nai kodomo jidai o sowsugya shimashita, 1 lef
behind a carefree childhood.)

=4S (yaseru, 10 make one do, 1o allow one to do, 1o get
one 1o do) is the causative form of the verb 4. To make the
causative forms of a verb, take the stem of the negative form of
the verb and add ~+ %, For example B < (&iku, o listen),
whose negative form is B4 vy, becomes A5, For -&en-
ding verbs such as ff-2% (raberu, to eat) and 55 (kiry, to
wear), drop the 4 and add =2+ 4. This changes them 1o £33
+% and A 525, respectively,
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