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THE WRITTEN WORD
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Manner kids

Exactly one year ago, T wrote an article introducing a unique
experiment that was starting up nationwide to teach children
preetings and manners through tennis, The main force behind
this was the Japan Tennis Association’s “Pre-School and
Llementary Manner Kids Tennis Project.” With activities such
as demonslr.mon classes getting off the ground throughout
Japan's 22 prefeciures, some conerete results are starting to
emerge.

The events, which utilize Ogasawara Manners and Etiquetic
general instruction methods, are held on small, junior-sized
training courts featuring low nets, small rackets and soft balls,
So fur they have been well-received by school personnel and
local citizens alike. At certain elementary schools in Tokya,
Fukuoka and Wakavama, students can even participate in the
sessions as a physical education class.

Last December, a national tournament was held to cheose
six “Manner Kids Tennis Ambassadors™ to be sent to the
Wimbledon Championships in the United K:ngdum in June.
According to project organizer Hidea Tanaka, “the ambassa-
dors were nol chosen based on their winning record.” The
chosen six are going ta use what they've learned as they arc
scheduled to spend time with members of the well-known ball
hoys and ball girls at the wurnament.

The project is the brainchild of Tanaka, who was born in
1940 and was once the captain of the Wasceda University Tennis
Club. While working as an executive at a major corporamn,
Tanaka noticed that many employees were not capable of giv-
ing proper greetings. Feeling that his generation was account-
able for this, he started his experiment by launching a chil-
dren’s “tennis classroom' at his alma mater. After he quit
being an office worker, he went ahead with the project through

the Japan Tennis Association.

Recently, similar courses using different sports have eropped
up, The Japan Foothall Association, headed by Saburo Kawa-
buchi, has started its “Project of the Heart”” which ilrl\ﬂs €
*cultivate the human spirit of children through soceer.”

This is a project that provides moral and intellectual leaming
through physical education. This could be an indication that
madern day Japan is in the midst of broadening the social role
of its sports. (Kyoda News)

THE JAPAN TIMES ® TUESDAY, APRIL 25, 2606 15
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